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Supply List: All students must have their own supplies with their name marked on all 
their supplies. Drawers will be assigned on the first day of class if the student wants to 
leave their supplies at VAI. 
 
1. Watercolor Paper: 
 
For this semester we will initially have available, a student-grade watercolor paper 
available for students to buy at .25 a sheet. This should be only be used while first 
learning the medium and experimenting with color, values, water-to-paint ratio, and 
effects. 
 
 *REQUIRED: Once a student feels pretty sure of how to use watercolors, they should 
graduate to quality watercolor paper. Arches #140 coldpress  which comes in blocks 
(get 12 X16 or 10X14), pads, or full sheets (can be purchased at Blick store in 
Sugarhouse, and then cut or torn into different sizes) is a very popular paper. Students 
should bring this to class by the second or third class. I recommend getting 
the watercolor block. 
 
2.***REQUIRED: Watercolor palette: I prefer the John Pike palette which gives a large 
mixing space and hold watercolors in compartments well with a lid which offers more 
mixing space. 
 
3. Paint (individual tubes of paint): I prefer Daniel Smith brand, or Windsor Newton. 
Holbein is excellent but pricey! We will be setting up our palette the first day so please 
come with your tubes of paint. If you can't afford these colors and need to bring a starter 
set of watercolors, you won't get as good a result, but you can learn on them and then 
invest in quality paint later. 
 
COLORS: 
All of these colors are transparent so if you can't find these colors, ask the store 
for something similar in color and transparent. 

*Aureolin (this is a transparent yellow) 

*Windsor Yellow Deep 

*Brilliant Orange 

*Vermillion 

*Scarlet Lake 
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*Raw Sienna 

*Burnt Sienna 

*Burnt Umber 

* Permanent Alizarin Crimson 

*Hookers Green 

*Mineral Violet 

* French Ultramarine Blue 

*Peacock Blue 

*Quinacronome burnt orange 

*Quinacronome Gold 

* Indigo 

* Colbalt Blue 

* Prussian Blue 

*Antwerp Blue 

*Manganese Blue 

Non Transparent colors: 

* Yellow Ochre 

*Cerulean Blue 

* Cadmium yellow light 

3. Watercolor Brushes: 
 
DO NOT buy a cheap watercolor starter set of brushes. They will not last long or give 
you a good result. Buy watercolor brushes individually, made out of natural (squirrel, 
sable, or synthetic fibers) 
 
*Rounds: #4, #8, and #12 (make sure they come to a nice point on the end when wet. 
*Flats: 1/2" and 1" 



*A fine liner brush 
 
*Mop brushes (optional) are more expensive but hold more water and can be used 
nicely to cover more paper area quickly or for looser styles of painting. 
 
3. Please also bring a protective case to hold your watercolor brushes in. 
 
4. 1-2 rolls of blue shop towels (re-usable) or paper towels. Please do not use the 
paper towels for drying hands at VAI. they are not absorbant or soft enough for painting 
with. 
 
5. water container to hold water in. Many of them come with dividers and holes to keep 
brushes upright. 
 
6. Drawing pencil: A number 2 pencil works fine or I prefer an HB or 2H which will 
leave a lighter drawing line when you block in your drawing on watercolor paper. 
 
7.  one bottle of Liquid Frisket. This is a masking liquid that saves the whites of the 
paper.  
 
8. Mr. Clean Magic Eraser (get ORIGINAL) this is a mending tool that can lift color 
back to white of the paper. 
 
9. One roll of masking tape 
 
10. One kneaded eraser 


